
Paying Compliments 
 

When Addressing an NCO (Non Commission Officer) 
➢ Stand at Attention 

➢ Do not Salute 

➢ Remain at Attention unless told otherwise 

➢ Address them by their rank and last name → “Flight Sergeant Bloggins” 

o Sir or Ma’am is acceptable for cadets holding the rank of Warrant Officer 2nd 

class or Warrant Officer 1st class. 

➢ When done addressing, dismiss yourself by turning right and marching away. 

When Addressing a Civilian in a Position of Authority or an Officer Cadet 
➢ The procedure is the same as addressing an NCO, however you will always use Sir or 

Ma’am when addressing them. 

When Addressing a Commissioned Officer 

➢ Stand at Attention upon arrival. 

➢ Salute the Officer, and wait for their acknowledgement. 

➢ Remain at Attention unless told otherwise. 

➢ Address them by using Sir or Ma’am. 

➢ When done addressing, step back and salute the Officer, wait for their 

acknowledgement, and then dismiss yourself by turning right and marching away. 

**  Once you know who is an officer, you also will salute them when they are not in 

uniform but wearing civilian clothing. 

When Entering an Office 
➢ Stand at attention in the doorway facing into the Office. 

➢ Salute if wearing a headdress/uniform 

➢ Ask permission to enter (Permission to enter, Mame),  

When Leaving an Office 

➢ Stand at attention in the doorway facing into the Office. 

➢ Salute if wearing a headdress 

➢ Ask permission to carry on (Permission to carry on, Mame) 

➢ Depart and carry on with your business. 

Other Times to Salute 
➢ When the Canadian or another foreign national anthem is played. 

➢ When recognizing a commissioned officer who is not in uniform. 

➢ When the National Flag of Canada is being lowered or raised. 

➢ When boarding or disembarking any of Her Majesty’s Canadian ships or those of a 

foreign service, cadets shall pay compliments to the quarterdeck. 

➢ When passing a cenotaph 

➢ When walking by a Canadian flag being flown on a flag pole. 

 


